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Heartland of America Chapter 
--  We Never Stop Serving  -- 

--  We Are One Powerful Voice  -- 

---  for Every Officer at Every Stage of Life and Career  --- 
*********** 

***** March 2019 ***** 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Old Soldiers Never Die…. They Just Fade Away…. 
Those Who Served In SAC, Feel The Same Way…. 
 

Lorraine Purdum’s Chocolate Shields Made  
Colonel Purdum’s SAC B-47 Presentation extra-enjoyable! 

 

************ 

Do Not Forget Saint Patrick’s Day! 
 

  
-- Our Next Official Dinner Meeting, Wednesday, 20th of March -- 

(see inside back cover for details) 
 

Check out our website at 

www.heartlandMOAA.us 

 

or call (402)339-7888 

 
 

http://www.heartlandmoaa.us/
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The Bulletin Board 
Is the Newsletter of the Heartland of America Chapter  

of the Military Officers Association of America.  Content is from members, MOAA's Take Action,  
Legislative Action Center, and other military-oriented sources.  Material used is public domain or 
attributed as to source and copyright.  Our editorial policy is the same non-partisan policy as MOAA.   

 
********************** 

Lt Colonel Patrick L. Jones, USAF(Ret) Editor & Webmaster - (402)650-4457 

Volume XXXIII               Number 3              March  2019 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 We had our February dinner meeting in the middle of the 

snowiest week this winter.  We still had a very nice crowd and 

we heard a very interesting presentation from Col Dick 

Purdum, USAF (Ret).  Dick had been President of the B-47 

Association for a few years and had given a similar 

presentation at their recent reunion in Omaha.  After 

completing pilot training, Dick went on to spend 11 years flying 

the B-47.  In 1970, he spent a year in Vietnam flying the C-123 

cargo aircraft on 237 combat missions.  He then flew both the 

B-52G and B-52H at Wurtsmith AFB, Michigan and at Loring AFB, Maine.  He 

progressed to squadron operations officer, OMS maintenance commander, to 

bomb squadron commander.  After Air War College, he was assigned to Offutt as 

a Senior Controller in the SAC Command Post and later to SAC Personnel where 

he was SAC Chief of Assignments.  

Promoted to Colonel, he was 

assigned to Seymour Johnson as the 

Bomb Wing Director of Operations, 

then to K.I. Sawyer AFB, Michigan as 

Bomb Wing Vice Commander, then to 

Warner Robins AFB, Georgia as Bomb 

Wing Commander where his Wing 

won the prestigious Omaha Trophy as 

the best in SAC.  He was then 

selected to return to Offutt and 

become commander of the 3902nd 

Air Base Wing.  When the decision 

was made to place base functions 

under the host flying wing, the 3902d was absorbed by the 55
th

 Wing and Dick was 

assigned to SAC as CINCSAC Rep to the JSTPS.  

Our speaker, Col Dick Purdum, his wife Lorraine,  
and LtCol Ken Hurt 

http://www.moaa.org/takeaction/
http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/
http://www.moaa.org/Content/About-MOAA/About-MOAA.aspx
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Dick and his wife Lorraine have been assigned to 14 bases and he logged flying 

time in 20 different aircraft.  On a personal note, I served a year with the Purdums 

when I was the MMS Commander at K.I. Sawyer and two years as his Vice 

Commander of the 3902
nd

 here at Offutt. 

Some of the interesting items in Dick’s presentation included that the swept-wing 

design of the B-47 resulted from Boeing designers visiting Germany immediately 

after World War II and that 2041 B-

47s were built and 236 crashed in 15 

years.  The B-47 had a three-man 

crew with the pilot and co-pilot in the 

bubble cockpit seated in tandem, and 

the navigator/bombardier was below 

the pilots in the nose of the aircraft.  

The co-pilot was the gunner for the 

two 20 mm cannons in the tail and 

would face aft to operate the fire 

control system.  Co-pilots were busy 

in that they had a sextant and also 

took the celestial measurements for 

the navigator/bombardier.  This was 

an excellent presentation by Dick Purdum that was fully appreciated by our 

attendees.  Also greatly appreciated was Lorraine Purdum who made and placed 

the two chocolates, with the SAC crest, at every attendee’s place.  They looked 

good and tasted great. 

Our March 20
th

 speaker will be Steve 

Jordon who recently retired from as 

a reporter for the Omaha World-

Herald.  He is a military dependent 

who grew up and lives in Bellevue.  I 

heard him give a presentation before 

and he was very interesting. 

On Saturday, February 23
rd

, Dick 

Doolittle, Pat Jones, and I sold four 

MOAA memberships at the National 

Guard Convention at the Cornhusker 

Hotel in Lincoln.  The weather 

reduced the attendance and the 

Col Dick Purdum presentation was emphasized with 
excellent slides and his personal experiences. 

Chip and Laurie Stuart, Leslie and Gordon Phare, with 

Paula and Rick Croasdale are deeply involved in 
discussion. 
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schedule.  We left in time to be home before the blizzard arrived. 

Dan Donovan   d.donovan1@cox.net   402-339-7888 
 

Programs 

Mar 20 -  Steve Jordan, distinguished World Hearld reporter, who was an AF Brat 

from Bellevue, will be our speaker. 
  

Pentagon Sends Its $2 Billion Space Proposal to Congress 
(Travis Tritten, Bloomberg Gov. Report 1 March) 

 

Defense committees on Capitol Hill have received the Pentagon’s $2 billion 

proposal to create President Trump’s new Space Force military service, senior 

defense officials said Friday. 

 

The proposal requests just a fraction 

of that total bill—$72 million—as part 

of the administration’s upcoming 

fiscal year 2020 budget, with the 

rest of the funding being planned to 

be disbursed over five years.  

Eventually, a fully operational Space 

Force will require about $500 million 

in new annual funding. 

 

One Pentagon official, who briefed 

reporters on condition of anonymity, 

said setting up the service will take 

some time and not be instantaneous 

with fiscal year 2020, which begins Oct. 1. 

 

Senator Jack Reed, a Democrat from Rhode Island, has concerns about the 

creation of a Space Force organization in the military. 

Lawmakers must now decide whether to approve and fund the creation of the 

Space Force, which Trump touted in rallies last year, as a new service within the 

Department of the Air Force. 

 

Pentagon leaders and members of Congress share wide agreement that the 

military must do more to counter Russia and China with space operations, which 

are currently handled mostly by the Air Force.  The Defense Intelligence Agency 

released a report in February detailing those countries’ efforts to target military 

and commercial satellites that are crucial to communications and security. 

Col Lou Zuccarello, Navy Capt. Mark Olson, Col Ed 

Burchfield, and Lou's wife, Lisa laughed at the 
photographer's joke... wish I could remember it! 

mailto:d.donovan1@cox.net%20%20%20402-339-7888
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But the proposal for a new service specifically to deal with space is not a slam 

dunk on Capitol Hill, where the Senate and House armed services committees 

would have to approve the creation in the annual defense policy bill. 

 

“I remain dubious of the need to create an entire new bureaucracy of a separate 

service and all that entails,” Sen. Jack Reed (D-R.I.), the Senate Armed Services 

ranking member, said earlier this week. “I think it is inevitable that such a 

creation will distract, rather than provide focus, to the critical mission of space.” 

 

The Space Force would be by far the smallest military service with 15,000 

personnel including active-duty troops and civilians, the defense officials said. 

The structure would be based on what is now the smallest service, the Marine 

Corps, which is within the Department of the Navy and has about 185,000 service 

members. 

 

The $72 million request for the coming year would be used to create a Space 

Force headquarters with 200 personnel to oversee existing troops and units that 

deal with space and would be transferred into the new service from the other 

branches.  The organization would not have its own military academy such as 

West Point or the Air Force Academy. 

 

Your Heartland Chapter Supports ROTC Normandy Trip 
 

Our chapter board voted to support Lincoln AFROTC trip to Normandy, France.  In 

a letter to the Detachment Commander, Lt Col Terrence Plumb, USAF (Ret), our 

Chapter President, Col. Dan Donovan, acknowledged the board’s support of the 

cadets.  “The All-Nebraska Heartland of America Chapter of the Military Officers 

Association of America (MOAA) is donating $500.00 for your groups trip to Normandy 

later this year. We support the five ROTC units and 16 JROTC units within the State, and 

you are one of our detachment commanders. Our Chapter had a board meeting 

yesterday and Lt Dick Doolittle suggested we make this donation.  The decision was 

unanimous.  We wish you the very best in your fund raising and in a very successful trip 

this June. -  Col Dan Donovan, USAF (Ret)”  Perhaps we will get to hear about their 

trip when they return. 

 

Status of LB 153 concerning Military Tax Relief 
(from Nebraska Legislastive Website, 1 Mar) 

 

Senator Tom Brewer’s bill has gained sponsors.  It was introduced to the Revenue 

Committee with strong endorsement.  Governor Pete Rickets personally spoke for 

it as did a roomful of supporters.  Organizations such as military service ones as 

well as the Omaha Chamber of Commerce backed it.  Our own MOAA Chapter 

President, Col Dan Donovan also spoke on behalf of the legislation.  The Revenue 

committee is “working on it” and now we wait and see what happens. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.bgov.com_core_legislators_-23-21_BB1794&d=DwMFaQ&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDdTDRzAeWDDRmG6S3YXllH0&r=M4RN1vce7q2Fta17Vo-0SftUAw0g9Jcfi3Yslf_dVww&m=5AMgLacYut6gEcwPLPPV8OV7q0l06Hj9Ur-lQrjLsH8&s=3QKtSiBVhu7ZkA9WVE_WRWGfcIsfbKJzLYcrMioUayg&e=
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Our MOAA Chapter Supports Zoo 
(LtCol Dick Doolittle – 402-871-8409) 

 

Our chapter supports the Henry Doorly 

Zoo and encourages our members to join.  

Many of our members enjoy the benefits 

of zoo membership for themselves, 

relatives and friends.  Feel free to contact 

LtCol Dick Doolittle for more info. 

 

ONLINE PURCHASING INSTRUCTIONS 

Renewing existing membership: 

Go to the Omaha Zoo website at 

www.omahazoo.com 

 Select the green Membership link on the top right of the home page. 

 Enter Membership ID & Last Name or Card Number & Last Name & select 

Log In. 

 Select your Membership Category (e.g. Household, Dual, etc.). 

 Verify the Membership Details (names of the listed members and children if 

applicable.) 

 Add any add-ons to your membership purchase and select Continue. 

 On Payment Info screen, verify the membership address information and 

enter your billing Details, and agree to the terms and conditions. 

 Check the I have a Seller Code box and enter the Seller Code 25121  

 Verify your purchase details are correct and select Submit Payment.  Your 

membership has been renewed and you will continue to use your existing 

membership card. 

 

To purchase new membership online: 

Go to the Omaha Zoo website at www.omahazoo.com 

 Select the green Membership link on the top right of the home page. 

 Select Join Now. 

 Select your Membership Category (e.g. Household, Dual, etc.). 

 Enter the Membership Details  (names of the listed members and children if 

applicable. 

 Add any add-ons to your membership and select Continue. 

 On Payment Info screen, enter the membership address information and 

enter your billing details, and agree to the terms and conditions. 

 Check the I have a Seller Code box and enter the Seller Code 25121 

 Verify your purchase details are correct and select Submit Payment.  You 

will receive a temporary membership card via email and your permanent 

membership card will be mailed with 2 weeks of your order. 

Hi...good lookin...come and see me sometime! 

http://www.omahazoo.com/
www.omahazoo.com
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Types of Zoo Membership 

 
 

Salute to Military and First Responders 
(LtCol Mike DeBolt) 

 

Once again, a special program will occur at the CHI arena (formerly the Qwest 

Center) that will honor our military and first-responders.  There will be the 

Finals Competition for the spectacular horse jumping competitors.  Special 

music will be performed for those who attend.  Recognition of the honorees 

will also occur.  Last year, the Sarpy Serenaders performed special patriotic 

music and this year a highly acclaimed special guitar music group will perform 

special music.  They will be a special surprise.  THERE IS NO COST FOR 

MILITARY, VETERANS, FIRST-RESPONDERS, AND THEIR FAMILES.   But, you 

need to get the vouchers for tickets.  This is a great event to bring your family 

and friends to and especially former military and their families.  The Event is 

April 5
th

 at 7:30pm.  The following pages provide information. 
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MOAA’s and Heartland Chapter’s Missions are the Same 
 

The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is a 

nonprofit, nonpartisan organization, working to support military 

and their families at every stage of life.  It actively petitions 

Congress on behalf of the military community on issues 

affecting the career force, the retired community, and veterans 

of the uniformed services.  MOAA offers a wide range of 

personal and financial services exclusive to MOAA members.  

Whatever the stage of a career, MOAA membership delivers 

benefits geared specifically to you – and your family.  You 

become part of the strongest advocate for our military and 

their families.  Those with prior officer service in any of the 

seven uniformed services can become members.  Consider 

joining today because every voice counts!  You will be 

protecting not only your earned benefits but for all serving 

today.  Our Heartland Chapter also focuses on state and local 

issues, interfacing with the Legislature and the Governor.  We 

provide a really great environment for camaraderie and mutual 

support with our meetings, speakers, newsletters, website, 

and community involvement.  You will feel like family.   

                          

As MOAA does, WE NEVER STOP SERVING…. 

We are One Powerful Voice – 

For every officer at every stage of life and career… 

Join Us !!  You will be glad you did! 
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Selection of Membership 
When you join MOAA, you become part 

of the strongest advocate for our 
military’s personnel and their families.  
The stronger our membership is, the 

stronger our voice becomes.  Consider 
joining today because every voice counts.     

Three membership levels 
to meet the needs of all Officers.     

 
BASIC 

 
PREMIUM 

 
LIFE 

 
Features of each 

Membership level 

No-cost electronic 
Membership 
designed for 

today’s junior officers.     
 

Full access to MOAA’s career 
resources, countless discounts on 

products and travel, & access to all of 
MOAA-exclusive pubs & news 
updates.  Full access to a wide 
variety of member benefits for 

today’s career officer.     

Receive all the benefits that 
PREMIUM membership has 
plus exclusive privileges and 

benefits.     

Membership Dues Free 1 year  -$48, 2 years - $82 
3 years - $108 

Dues are based on your 
current age 

Support of critical advocacy efforts to 
protect the benefits of the entire military 
community.     

   

Electronic access to several of MOAA’s 
news updates.        
Discounts on products and travel.     

   
Career transition resources 

MOAA helps transition efforts by hosting 
career fairs, resume critiques, training 

sessions & much more.     

  

 

 

 

Expert advice on your military pay & 
benefits 

MOAA’s team of highly trained 
professionals can help you receive the 

military benefits you’ve earned through 
one-on-one counseling.     

  

 

 

 

Financial planning and investment advice  
  

  Military Office magazine  
  

Access to all MOAA-exclusive publications  
  

Scholarships, interest-free loans, & grants  
  

MOAA Chapters - Take advantage of the 
opportunity to get involved & meet fellow 
offices in your community.  A PREMIUM or 
LIFE membership makes it easy.     

Dues vary by 
Chapter. 

(Heartland Chapter of 
Ne is $20 per yr) 

New chapter members receive a 
voucher good for one year of 

chapter dues.     

New chapter members 
receive a voucher good for 
two years of chapter dues.     

  Bonus travel rewards and discounts   
 

Initiation fee waived at the Army and 
Navy  Club of Washington, D.    C.     

  
 

 Spouse  Protection -membership benefits 
transfers if something happen to you.  

 Auxilary  Annual DUES 
1 Yr - $43     2 Yr - $73     3 Yr - $97  
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National Membership Form 
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Local Membership Form 

 
 

 

 
 

Contact Chapter Officers for more info:  President Dan Donovan - 402-339-7888, 
Membership: Lou Zuccarello  – 402-739-3521,  Surviving Spouse Affairs: Martha Didamo – 
402-291-2194, Legislation: Jeff Mikesell – 402-990-2713, Treasurer: Rene Dreiling 402-

740-3127,  ROTC: Brook Stafford – 402-916-9759, Personal Affairs:  Teri LeHigh – 402-291-

2713, Hospitality & Reservations: Ron & Lydia Galinka,402-672-2020, Webmaster & 

Newsletter: Pat Jones – 402-650-4457, Advertising & Recruiting: Dick Doolittle 402-871-8409 
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Chapter Advertiser Supporters 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

---------0--------- 
 

 
 

Insurance Plans 

1-800-247-2192 

www.moaainsurance.com 

 

http://www.moaainsurance.com/
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In Memory of 

Ben F. Comstock 
 

POW  WWII  8 Dec 1941 
( taken  prisoner at Wake 

Island ) 
 

Past National Director 
AMERICAN 

EX-PRISONERS OF WAR 

 

BEARDMORE 
        Brian Kucks            Chevrolet Sales Manager 
   Phone      402-734-2525     
  Toll Free  800-734-0271 
  Fax          402-738-7615 
  Email     bkucks@beardmorechevy.  com 
 

418 Fort Crook Road North, Bellevue NE 68005 
www.  beardmorechevy.  com 

 

mailto:bkucks@beardmorechevy.com
http://www.beardmorechevy.com/
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Richard E. Bertrand, Wayne W. Brunz, Joel Buller, Edward L. Burchfield, Christopher L. Canada, 
Richard C. Carver, Paul G. Cohen, Charles W. Davis, Michael A. DeBolt, Martha M. Didamo, Loretta C 

Donnelly, Daniel J. Donovan, Richard N. Doolittle, William L. Doyle, Jr., Rene F. Dreiling, Eileen L. 
Fleming, Robert J. Foley, Douglas A. Frost, Mila Gilkeson, Joshua G. Haack, Richard C. Hahn, Chester 

R. Harris, Gloria A. Harvey, David J. Heer, Charles W. Holderness, James E. Holland, Terrance J. 
Hummel, Cynthia L. Keyes, Gary R. Lee, Terri A. Lehigh, Roger P. Lempke, Warren D. Lynn, Robert 
W. Madden, David A. McBlain, Robert F. McEniry, Max R. Moore, Jack P. Nelson, William H. Nelson, 
Owen L. O’Saunders, Dick L. Parcher, Sheree L. Patterson, Bruce E. Peters, Gordon Phare,  Douglas 

E. Pikop, Doran G. Post, Richard L. Purdom, James L. Reardon, Earl Rogers, Joan C. Rousseau, 
Ronald R. Russell, Sharon K. Russell, Betty A. Salistean, Rita J. Salucci, Alfred L. Schapker, Mary M. 
Shaw, John A. Sheffield, Leo W. Smith II, Mark A. Spadaro, Raymond T. Stuart, Merlin F. Stevens, 
Thomas J. Svoboda, Regis F.A. Urschler, Robert A. Wicklund, Wendel H. Wight, Louis V. Zuccarello.     
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______ 

 

 
 
I mean the men and women who have answered the call and paid the 
ultimate price so that we and future generations could have the freedoms so 
cherished by human beings.  We must ever be vigilant and prepared to 
defend our way of life against those who would deny it.  Callous politicians, 
power hungry egotists, corrupt individuals, adversarial religions, and even 
our latest self-oriented generations pose grave threat to the preservation of 
what many take for granted.  Every citizen should take a few moments from 
time to time and reflect on the benefits we have in our country.  They should 
give thanks to those who have served and preserved our way of life.   
 

Hopefully, they will also pledge to do their part to keep it so.    – pj 
 

 
 

Getting old requires an attitude check.  Here is what others think: 

 

Anyone who stops learning is old, whether at twenty or eighty.  ~Henry Ford 

 

It’s important to have a twinkle in your wrinkle.  ~Author Unknown 

 

How old would you be, if you did not know how old you are? – Sachel Paige 

 

In the central place of every heart there is a recording chamber.  So long as it 

receives a message of beauty, hope, cheer, and courage – so long are you 

young.  When the wires are all down and our heart is covered with the snow of 

pessimism and the ice of cynicism, then, and only then, are you grown old.  ~Douglas 

MacArthur 

Do not regret growing older.  It is a privilege denied to many.  ~Author Unknown 

 

A man is not old until regrets take the place of dreams.  ~John Barrymore 

 

So…. I will just go on being young at heart… and enjoy life!!  

 

"GOOD FRIENDS ARE THE RARE JEWELS OF LIFE, 

DIFFICULT TO FIND AND IMPOSSIBLE TO REPLACE! 

 

TODAY IS THE OLDEST YOU'VE EVER BEEN, YET THE YOUNGEST YOU'LL EVER BE,  

SO ENJOY THIS DAY WHILE IT LASTS.” 

 
May They Not Be Forgotten: 

Wandering Mind of An Old Retired Guy 

2019 Donations for Scholarships, Awards, & Operations 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Douglas_MacArthur
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Douglas_MacArthur
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Barrymore
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(for Members and invited Guests) 
 

A 

Date: Wednesday, March 20
th

, 2019 
A 

Steve Jordan, distinguished World Hearld reporter, who was an AF Brat from Bellevue, will 
be our speaker.. 

 

Remember the expression, “The more, the merrier”?  We ask you to make our 

meetings better, with your presence.  We strive to provide a good meal, a 

stimulating program, and camaraderie.  We’ll do our best to provide the first two, 

but only you can increase the camaraderie we share.  

Please attend. 

 

Time:   Social Hour – 6PM 
Dining Hour – 7:00PM 

 
Place: Anthony’s Steakhouse 

7220 F Street – Omaha 
 

Meal selections are as follows: 
 

8oz Top Sirloin w/Baked Potato and Asparagus w/Hollandaise Sauce - $32.25 
__________________ w/ Chocolate Ice Cream - $35.25 __________________ 

 

Charbroiled Salmon Filet w/ Smashed Potatoes and Steamed Broccoli - $29.00 
___________________w/Chocolate Ice Cream - $32.00 __________________ 

 

Caesar Salad with Sauteed Shrimp (3)  - $22.35 
___________________w/ Chocolate Ice Cream - $25.35 __________________ 

 

RSVP: Lt Col Ron & Lidiya Glinka - Tel: 402-672-2020 - heartlandmoaa@hotmail.com 

Please specify names of attendees, meal choices and 

include a phone number in case we need to contact you. 
 

Reservations should be in by Monday night before the dinner!  If you must cancel 
your reservation, please call Ron or Lidiya at (402) 672-2020 prior to 4:00 pm on the 
day of the event; otherwise the chapter will be charged if you are a NO-SHOW and 

we will have to send you a bill for the cost. 
 

New check writing procedures: 
  

Make your check out to Heartland Chapter MOAA 

OR….  

 

use our stamp which will be provided at sign-in 
 

Dress: Business attire or as appropriate 

MOAA W 

 
 

 

Nonprofit Org                      Nonprofit Org 

Dinner Reservations  

mailto:heartlandmoaa@hotmail.com
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