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Heartland of America Chapter 
--  We Never Stop Serving  -- 

--  We Are One Powerful Voice  -- 

---  for Every Officer at Every Stage of Life and Career  --- 
*********** 

***** June 2019 ***** 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
The UNL Chancellors Review  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

************ 

-- Our Next Official Dinner Meeting, Wednesday, 19th June -- 
(see inside back cover for details) 

 
Check out our website at 

www.heartlandMOAA.us 

 

or call (402)339-7888 

LtCol Dick Doolittle prepares to give 

NROTC Cadet Brandon Quan his MOAA 

Award.  LtCol Doolittle also gave awards 

to Cadet Ray Anderson IV and Cadet 

Maximillian DeMayo at the UNL 

Chancellors Review 
(more MOAA Awards info on page 4 & 5) 

http://www.heartlandmoaa.us/
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The Bulletin Board 
Is the Newsletter of the Heartland of America Chapter  

of the Military Officers Association of America.  Content is from members, MOAA's Take Action,  
Legislative Action Center, and other military-oriented sources.  Material used is public domain or 
attributed as to source and copyright.  Our editorial policy is the same non-partisan policy as MOAA.   

 
********************** 

Lt Colonel Patrick L. Jones, USAF(Ret) Editor & Webmaster - (402)650-4457 

Volume XXXIII               Number 6              June  2019 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 Our speaker for our May dinner meeting was the Papio-

Missouri River Natural Resources District (NRD) General 

Manager John Winkler.  Approximately three years ago, John 

spoke to us on the need to raise (and widen) the berms 

surrounding Offutt AFB before runway construction could 

begin.  Work was finally scheduled to begin when the March 

flooding occurred.  If this work it had been completed, the 

impact on Offutt would have been negligible.  His 

presentation was an overview of the March flooding.  

  

John received his bachelor’s degree from the University of 

Nebraska at Omaha and has a Master’s Degree in Public Administration.  He is 

treasurer of the Louisville Board of Education, a member of FEMA Region VII 

Advisory Council, and a graduate of the National Security Forum at Air War 

College, Maxwell AFB, Alabama.  Prior to assuming his present position at NRD, 

John was the City Administrator for the City of Plattsmouth and Economic 

Development Director for Cass 

County for six years. 

 

John’s PowerPoint presentation 

began with a photo of Sarpy County 

before the flood followed by a photo 

of the same area showing the 

flooded Elkhorn, Platte, and Missouri 

Rivers.  His presentation followed 

with a day-by-day description of the 

progress of the flood and the actions 

of the NRD and other agencies to 

battle the flood.  

 

The event began on Tuesday, March 11
th

, 2019 when heavy rains, frozen ground, 

and rapid snowmelt led to rapidly rising rivers and streams.  Two days later, a 

more than 2-inch rainfall created high stages in all rivers and floodwaters began 

to overtop the levees on the Platte.  John noted that the heavy rains and 

http://www.moaa.org/takeaction/
http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/
http://www.moaa.org/Content/About-MOAA/About-MOAA.aspx
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snowmelt led to the flooding of Elkhorn and Platte and made this flood more 

extensive than the floods of 2011. 

 

On Thursday evening, March 14
th

, the damaging 

floods began and continued for the next couple 

of days.  On Friday, flood waters went over the 

levees surrounding Offutt AFB and, despite 

great sandbagging efforts, by Sunday flood 

waters had entered base buildings and covered 

the Southeast end of the runway.  By Thursday, 

March 21
st

, the Missouri River began to recede 

but the water on Offutt was trapped behind the 

levees and could not drain.  John described 

how some had suggested breaching the levee 

to allow the trapped water to drain into the 

river.  His NRD staff and the contracted 

engineers cautioned that such a breach would 

be risky and ultimately the decision was made 

to open the existing culverts under the levee 

which can be controlled.  These drains were successful and the NRD focus turned 

to repairing the breached levees. 

 

John’s excellent presentation was enhanced by several aerial photos and others 

of the damaged levees.  He gave all of us in attendance a greater understanding 

of how the flood developed and the wonderful efforts at recovery.  John then 

answered many questions and we thank him for his leadership during this tragic 

event. 

 

Thanks to all who presented ROTC/JROTC awards.  Special thanks go to Dick 

Doolittle and Doug Pikop.  Dick participated in the Chancellor’s Review at UNL 

and presented medals to the Air Force, Army, and Navy awardees (in uniform).  

Doug presented the awards at Creighton and UNO. 

 

Dan Donovan   d.donovan1@cox.net   402-339-7888 

Programs 
  

Jun 19 - Pat McVay, the STRATCOM J-7 (retired Colonel, in M/Gen civilian slot) 

July – No meeting in July 

Aug – 21 - Special guest, Congressman Don Bacon 

Sep – 18 - TBA 

Oct – 16 - TBA 

Nov – 20 - ROTC Cadets, AF, Navy, Army, Marines from UNL, UNO, and Creighton 

 

mailto:d.donovan1@cox.net%20%20%20402-339-7888
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Status of LB 153 concerning Military Tax Relief 
(from Neb. Legislastive Website and Jeff Mikesell, chapter Legislative Chair) 

 

(The Property Tax bill passed at the last moment and the Governor has signed it.  

However, there is not time left for LB153 to be passed.  It is on General File and 

is tabled for discussion in the months leading up to the January re-convening of 

the Legislation.  A favorable sign is that it has near unanimous Revenue 

Committee support but there are still some property tax issues unresolved.) 

 

Senator Tom Brewer’s bill gained sponsors.  It 

has strong endorsement by Governor Pete 

Rickets.  Military service organizations as well 

as the Omaha Chamber of Commerce back it.  

Our own MOAA Chapter President, Col Dan 

Donovan also spoke on behalf of the 

legislation.  Senator Lowe made it his priority 

bill.  But, the property tax debate was hot and 

no one focused on LB 153.  There was only a 

limited amount of time for bills to be 

processed and it was lost in the background.  

Act now to send the Nebraska legislature a note that passing LB 153 is a Win-Win 

for Nebraska and it helps other issues.  For example, all states surrounding 

Nebraska provide military retiree tax relief because they recognize the great 

asset military retirees are, highly educated, well-trained, proven leadership, 

trustworthy, no medical or welfare costs to the state, and skill sets needed for 

the state’s economic growth. Contact your Senator and the Speaker of 

the Legislature Nothing Ventured, Nothing Gained… You might make 

the difference! 

 

 Heartland of America Chapter Awards Five $500 

Scholarships 
(by Doug Pikop Maj USAF (Ret)) 

This year, your Board approved the award of five 

$500 scholarships to ROTC cadets at UNL, UNO, and 

Creighton University.  We were able to do so because 

of the generosity of over 70 of our members who 

donated over $2,700 toward our scholarship program 

in addition to paying their annual dues for 2019.  

Thanks to all who donated!  

 

This year’s scholarship winners were recognized at 

awards ceremonies at their respective Universities in 

April.  Board member Dick Doolittle presented checks 

for $500 and MOAA medals to the following 

Carol Moore and Lorraine Purdum 

LtCol Ron Russell USAF (Ret) 
presented Bellevue East High JROTC 

Cadet Elizabeth Elliott the MOAA 
Award 

http://news.legislature.ne.gov/speaker/
http://news.legislature.ne.gov/speaker/
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individuals at UNL’s Chancellor’s Review: Air Force Cadet Maximilian DeMayo, 

Army Cadet Ray Anderson IV, and Navy Midshipman Brandon Quan.  Board 

member Doug Pikop presented checks for $500 

and MOAA medals to Air Force Cadet Josiah 

Beighley at UNO and Army Cadet Anthony 

Billings at Creighton University.  

 

In addition to the college level scholarships, our 

Chapter also provided MOAA medals and 

certificates to 16 high school JROTC programs 

in the Metro Area, Lincoln and Grand Island.  

Several of our Board members attended the  

spring awards ceremonies at these high schools 

and made a formal presentation of the MOAA 

medal to each JROTC honoree. 

 

Our Chapter members should know that it’s very heartwarming and uplifting to 

see the level of professionalism, dedication and American spirit that all these 

young people displayed.  Thanks again to everyone who donated the additional 

dollars to make these scholarships and awards possible.  It’s a worthy cause 

indeed!  (other students received awards but photos were not available) 

 

 Lawmaker Introduces Measure to Repeal Tax Hike for Gold Star Families 
(MOAA Newsletter Update 3 May) 

 

The 2017 tax reform law increased the taxes on certain payments to survivors of 

the fallen, primarily children who receive survivor benefits from the Defense 

Department.  These benefits were previously taxed at rates of 12% to 15%, but 

Maj Doug Pikop USAF (Ret) presented 
Cadet Josiah Beighley the MOAA Award 

Maj Doug Pikop USAF (Ret) presented MOAA Awards to 

Papio JNROTC Cadet Olivia Powell and Creighton Army 
ROTC Cadet  Anthoney Billings, a student at UNO 

LtCol Dick Doolittle USAF (Ret) 

presented MOAAs AWARD to JROTC 
Cadet Juston Pham from Lincoln High 

https://www.military.com/benefits/survivor-benefits
https://www.military.com/money/personal-finance/2019/04/26/how-new-law-affects-taxes-gold-star-families.html
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now are taxed at 37% -- the rate used to calculate taxes on income on trusts and 

estates.  Rep. Elaine Luria, D-Virginia, 

introduced the legislation, the Gold 

Star Family Tax Relief Act, or H.R. 

2481, which would classify survivor 

benefits as earned income, reducing 

the tax burden of the payments.  

 

The bill would affect military widows 

and widowers who put some of their 

survivor benefits in their children's 

names -- a move taken by many to 

ensure that they don't lose a portion of 

their Defense Department survivor 

payments and Veterans Affairs 

payments.  By law, when one person 

receives both payments, they are offset, meaning they see a $1 reduction in 

payments from the Defense Department, called Survivor Benefits Plan payments, 

for every dollar they receive from the Department of Veterans Affairs for 

Dependency and Indemnity 

Compensation. 

 

This offset has been dubbed the 

"widow's tax."  To avoid paying the 

offset and to better provide for their 

children, many spouses elect to put 

the survivors' benefits in the children's 

names.  These are the payments that 

saw the heavy tax increases this year. 

 

When it comes to survivors' benefits, 

DoD allotments are taxable; Veterans 

Affairs payments are not. 

As of Memorial Day, the bill has 155 

cosponsors.  Congressman Don Bacon 

was the first cosponsor and Congressman Adrian Smith joined him several days 

later.  However, Congressman Fortenbury has not agreed as of Memorial Day.  If 

, you would like to discuss the bill with him or his office ,   Phone: (202) 225-4806

https://fortenberry.house.gov/contact/email-me  or https://www.facebook.com/jefffortenberry/ 
 

VA Care Improvements to Debut On June 6 
(Cmdr Rene Campos USN (Ret), MOAA 15 May newsletter) 

MOAA dinner meetings are a great time to share the 
cameraderi we shared while on duty.  It is obvious 

Dick Doolittle, Brian Stephan, Doug Pikop, and Lou 
Zuccarello are having a good time. 

LtCol Gordon Pahre enjoyed talking with Sharon 

Russell.  We think he enjoyed our singing Happy 
Birthday to him, his 92nd !! 

https://www.military.com/money/personal-finance/2019/04/26/how-new-law-affects-taxes-gold-star-families.html
http://www.military.com/benefits/veteran-benefits
http://www.military.com/spouse
(202)225-4806
https://fortenberry.house.gov/contact/email-me
https://www.facebook.com/jefffortenberry/
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The long anticipated program 

mandated in the MISSION Act is about 

to debut in VA medical facilities 

around the country starting June 6. 

 

After the launch of the new VA 

Community Care Program, or VCCP, 

veterans can expect:  

 “To continue to have access to 

community care under current 

programs and then transition to the 

new program when regulations are 

final and published. 

 To follow an improved process to 

receive community care under the new 

program, with better access to 

community providers and 

improvements to customer service, such as more streamlined eligibility 

requirements. 

 A new benefit that provides eligible Veterans with access to urgent, non-

emergency care for non-life-threatening conditions in VA’s network of 

community providers 

 Improved care coordination as VA transitions to a single information 

technology system that better links together VA and community providers. 

 Your provider to receive timely payments for bills as VA transitions to better 

claims processing systems.” 

 

That’s the official word from VA.  Simply put, once the VCCP is fully rolled out, 

veterans can expect to have access to urgent care; see eligibility for community 

care expanded; be able to schedule their own or have VA schedule their 

community care appointments; and experience improved communications. 

 

First and foremost, veterans, who have been using VA regularly must be prepared 

for a few bumps during implementation.  Though VA is expecting most of the 

health system changes will be seamless, and veterans can expect little to no 

disruption in care, it is important to remember the MISSION Act is one of the 

most transformative reforms in recent history and to not expect problems is 

unrealistic.   

 

The following infographics link illustrates how VA expects the VCCP to operate 

and how veterans will engage with the program:  . New VA medical program

 

Our Chapter President, Col Dan Donovan USAF (Ret) 
with Col Dick Purdum.  Out MOAA flag with over 10 

MOAA 5 Star Annual Awards is there for all to see.  
They represent the effort our chapter makes in 

achieving MOAA's goals for those who served and are 
still serving our country. 

https://www.moaa.org/uploadedfiles/va-community-care-program-details.pdf
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MOAA’s and Heartland Chapter’s Missions are the Same 

 

The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is a 

nonprofit, nonpartisan organization, working to support 

military and their families at every stage of life.  It actively 

petitions Congress on behalf of the military community on 

issues affecting the career force, the retired community, and 

veterans of the uniformed services.  MOAA offers a wide 

range of personal and financial services exclusive to MOAA 

members.  Whatever the stage of a career, MOAA 

membership delivers benefits geared specifically to you – 

and your family.  You become part of the strongest advocate 

for our military and their families.  Those with prior officer 

service in any of the seven uniformed services can become 

members.  Consider joining today because every voice 

counts!  You will be protecting not only your earned benefits 

but for all serving today.  Our Heartland Chapter also focuses 

on state and local issues, interfacing with the Legislature 

and the Governor.  We provide a really great environment for 

camaraderie and mutual support with our meetings, 

speakers, newsletters, website, and community involvement.  

You will feel like family.   

                          

As MOAA does, WE NEVER STOP SERVING…. 

We are One Powerful Voice – 

For every officer at every stage of life and career… 
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Join Us !!  You will be glad you did! 

Selection of Membership 
When you join MOAA, you become part 

of the strongest advocate for our 
military’s personnel and their families.  
The stronger our membership is, the 

stronger our voice becomes.  Consider 
joining today because every voice counts.     

Three membership levels 
to meet the needs of all Officers.     

 
BASIC 

 
PREMIUM 

 
LIFE 

 
Features of each 

Membership level 

No-cost electronic 
Membership 
designed for 

today’s junior officers.     
 

Full access to MOAA’s career 
resources, countless discounts on 

products and travel, & access to all of 
MOAA-exclusive pubs & news 
updates.  Full access to a wide 
variety of member benefits for 

today’s career officer.     

Receive all the benefits that 
PREMIUM membership has 
plus exclusive privileges and 

benefits.     

Membership Dues Free 1 year  -$48, 2 years - $82 
3 years - $108 

Dues are based on your 
current age 

Support of critical advocacy efforts to 
protect the benefits of the entire military 
community.     

   

Electronic access to several of MOAA’s 
news updates.        
Discounts on products and travel.     

   
Career transition resources 

MOAA helps transition efforts by hosting 
career fairs, resume critiques, training 

sessions & much more.     

  

 

 

 

Expert advice on your military pay & 
benefits 

MOAA’s team of highly trained 
professionals can help you receive the 

military benefits you’ve earned through 
one-on-one counseling.     

  

 

 

 

Financial planning and investment advice  
  

  Military Office magazine  
  

Access to all MOAA-exclusive publications  
  

Scholarships, interest-free loans, & grants  
  

MOAA Chapters - Take advantage of the 
opportunity to get involved & meet fellow 
offices in your community.  A PREMIUM or 
LIFE membership makes it easy.     

Dues vary by 
Chapter. 

(Heartland Chapter of 
Ne is $20 per yr) 

New chapter members receive a 
voucher good for one year of 

chapter dues.     

New chapter members 
receive a voucher good for 
two years of chapter dues.     

  Bonus travel rewards and discounts   
 

Initiation fee waived at the Army and 
Navy  Club of Washington, D.    C.     

  
 

 Spouse  Protection -membership benefits 
transfers if something happen to you.  

 Auxilary  Annual DUES 
1 Yr - $43     2 Yr - $73     3 Yr - $97  
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National Membership Form 
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Local Membership Form 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Contact Chapter Officers for more info:  President Dan Donovan - 402-339-7888, 
Membership: Lou Zuccarello  – 402-739-3521,  Surviving Spouse Affairs: Martha Didamo – 
402-291-2194, Legislation: Jeff Mikesell – 402-990-2713, Treasurer: Rene Dreiling 402-

740-3127,  ROTC: Brook Stafford – 402-916-9759, Personal Affairs:  Teri LeHigh – 402-291-

2713, Hospitality & Reservations: Ron & Lydia Galinka,402-672-2020, Webmaster & 

Newsletter: Pat Jones – 402-650-4457, Advertising & Recruiting: Dick Doolittle 402-871-8409 
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Chapter Advertiser Supporters  

  

“The things we do pale in comparison to 

our incredible Armed Forces.  In the 

confines of our hearts, we sincerely thank 

you and hold you in the highest of honor. 

Your friends, Fort Crook Car Wash” –  

Pete Zekauskas 

                           613 Fort Crook Rd N. Bellevue, NE 
 

 

 

Your Ad 

Could be right here!! 

 

Call 

Dick Doolittle 402-871-8409 

 

 

Your Ad 

Could be right here!! 

Call 

Dick Doolittle 402-871-8409 

 

Your Ad 

Could be right here!! 

Call 

Dick Doolittle 402-871-8409 
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In Memory of 

Ben F. Comstock 
 

POW  WWII  8 Dec 1941 
( taken  prisoner at Wake 

Island ) 
 

Past National Director 
AMERICAN 

EX-PRISONERS OF WAR 

 

BEARDMORE 
        Brian Kucks            General Sales Manager 
   Phone      402-734-2525     
  Toll Free  800-734-0271 
  Fax          402-738-7615 
  Email     bkucks@beardmorechevy.  com 
 

418 Fort Crook Road North, Bellevue NE 68005 
www.  beardmorechevy.  com 

 

mailto:bkucks@beardmorechevy.com
http://www.beardmorechevy.com/
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Don Bacon, Richard E. Bertrand, Wayne W. Brunz, Joel Buller, Edward L. Burchfield, Christopher L. 
Canada, Richard C. Carver, Paul G. Cohen, Charles W. Davis, Michael A. DeBolt, Martha M. Didamo, 

Loretta C Donnelly, Daniel J. Donovan, Richard N. Doolittle, William L. Doyle, Jr., Rene F. Dreiling, 
Setsuko Erikson, Richard Evans III, Eileen L. Fleming, Robert J. Foley, Douglas A. Frost, Mila 

Gilkeson, Shirley Hoover, Dean Kenkel, Joshua G. Haack, Richard C. Hahn, Chester R. Harris, Shirley 
J. Hartranft, Gloria A. Harvey, David J. Heer, Charles W. Holderness, James E. Holland, Terrance J. 
Hummel, Cynthia L. Keyes, Gary R. Lee, Terri A. Lehigh, Roger P. Lempke, Warren D. Lynn, Robert 
W. Madden, Carol Maasdam,  David A. McBlain, Robert F. McEniry, Max R. Moore, Paula Muth, Jack 

P. Nelson, William H. Nelson, Owen L. O’Saunders, Dick L. Parcher, Sheree L. Patterson, Bruce E. 
Peters, Gordon Phare,  Douglas E. Pikop, Doran G. Post, Richard L. Purdom, James L. Reardon, Earl 
Rogers, Joan C. Rousseau, Ronald R. Russell, Sharon K. Russell, Betty A. Salistean, Rita J. Salucci, 
Alfred L. Schapker, Mary M. Shaw, John A. Sheffield, Leo W. Smith II, Mark A. Spadaro, Raymond T. 

Stuart, Merlin F. Stevens, Thomas J. Svoboda, Regis F.A. Urschler, Robert A. Wicklund, Wendel H. 
Wight, Louis V. Zuccarello.     
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ________________ 

 

 
 
I mean the men and women who have answered the call and paid the 
ultimate price so that we and future generations could have the freedoms so 
cherished by human beings.  We must ever be vigilant and prepared to 
defend our way of life against those who would deny it.  Callous politicians, 
power hungry egotists, corrupt individuals, adversarial religions, and even 
our latest self-oriented generations pose grave threat to the preservation of 
what many take for granted.  Every citizen should take a few moments from 
time to time and reflect on the benefits we have in our country.  They should 
give thanks to those who have served and preserved our way of life.   
 

Hopefully, they will also pledge to do their part to keep it so.    – pj 
 

 
 

Getting old can sometimes bring physical problems, but they 

are easier to deal with, if you keep a sense of humor…. 

(Both Barbara and I are dealing with this one…) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"GOOD FRIENDS ARE THE RARE JEWELS OF LIFE, 

DIFFICULT TO FIND AND IMPOSSIBLE TO REPLACE! 

 

TODAY IS THE OLDEST YOU'VE EVER BEEN, YET THE YOUNGEST YOU'LL EVER BE,  

SO ENJOY THIS DAY WHILE IT LASTS.” 

 
May They Not Be Forgotten: 

Wandering Mind of An Old Retired Guy 

2019 Donations for Scholarships, Awards, & Operations 
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(for Members and invited Guests) 
 

A 

Date: Wednesday, June 19
th

, 2019 
A 

 

Remember the expression, “The more, the merrier”?  We ask you to make our 

meetings better, with your presence.  We strive to provide a good meal, a 

stimulating program, and camaraderie.  We’ll do our best to provide the first two, 

but only you can increase the camaraderie we share.  Please attend. 

 

Time:   Social Hour – 6PM 
Dining Hour – 7:00PM 

 
Place: Anthony’s Steakhouse 

7220 F Street – Omaha 
 

Meal selections are as follows: 
 

8oz Top Sirloin w/ Smashed Potatoes & Green Bean Almondine - $32.25 

($35.25 w/Vanilla Ice Cream) 

   

 Tilapia Bruschetta w/ Rice Pilaf & Fresh Roasted Vegetables - $23.70 

 ($26.70 w/ Vanilla Ice Cream) 

 

 Caesar Salad w/  3 Sauteed Shrimp - $22.40 

 ($25.40 w/ Vanilla Ice Cream) 

 
__________________ __________________ 

 

RSVP: Lt Col Ron & Lidiya Glinka - Tel: 402-672-2020 - heartlandmoaa@hotmail.com 

Please specify names of attendees, meal choices and 

include a phone number in case we need to contact you. 
 

Reservations should be in by Monday night before the dinner!  If you must cancel 
your reservation, please call Ron or Lidiya at (402) 672-2020 prior to 4:00 pm on the 
day of the event; otherwise the chapter will be charged if you are a NO-SHOW and 

we will have to send you a bill for the cost. 
 

New check writing procedures: 
  

Make your check out to Heartland Chapter MOAA 

 
OR….  

 

use our stamp which will be provided at sign-in 
 

Dress: Business attire or as appropriate 

MOAA W 

 

Dinner Reservations  

mailto:heartlandmoaa@hotmail.com
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Heartland of America Chapter, MOAA 
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