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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
With the stress of the holidays behind us and the somewhat
warmer temperatures, our January meeting was a relaxing
and congenial event. Brigadier General/Dr. Michael McGinnis,
USA (Ret), Director of the Strategic Air Command & Space
Museum, was the speaker for our January meeting. A
Nebraska native and West Point graduate, General McGinnis
was a real “soldier scholar” in his military career as he
acquired two masters degrees in engineering from
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute and a PhD from the
University of Arizona. He concluded his career at West Point
with seven years as head of the Department of Systems Engineering. Nationally
known and a member of many military and scientific boards, he returned to
Nebraska and was the successful Executive Director of the Peter Kiewit Institute.
After four and a half years, in January 2014, he assumed his current position at
the Museum.
General McGinnis noted the important history of SAC and
recognized the museum exists to commemorate that
history. In 2015, he helped modify the museum’s name to
the current version. He noted that the museum is one of
three in the US where on-site restoration is performed and
done by volunteers. The current priority is on restoring the
EC 135 “Looking Glass” that had the mission of mirroring
all the command and communications functions of the
underground SAC Command Post. From 1961 to 1990, one
of the EC 135’s was airborne with a SAC general officer at
all times, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. Three of the
volunteer restorers are Chapter members, had been deeply
involved with the Looking Glass mission, and were present
at our meeting: Col Steve Stevens, Lt Col Hank Carriger,
and Lt Col Dick Doolittle.
Another priority for General Mike McGinnis is youth
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) education. He has
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made arrangement with the Omaha schools for all 2nd and 3rd graders to visit the
museum. He currently has an amazing exhibit: “Black Holes: Space Warps &
Time Twists” that will be finding a permanent home at our museum. Gen
McGinnis has some key fundraising needs such as about $115K to complete
restoration on the EC-135. Another is to purchase the space suit worn by Clayton
Anderson, another Nebraska native, who had multiple space flights on both the
shuttle and the International Space Station. That suit is currently possessed by
the Russians. General McGinnis has a pleasant manner of speaking and his
presentation was very well received.
Our Chapter membership roster has been
submitted to MOAA National and we thank
our membership chair, Col Lou Zuccarello,
for his efforts. We do thank the members
who have submitted their annual Chapter
dues and especially, those who
accompanied their dues with donations for
scholarships and operation. We will have
a new expense as MOAA National has
asked the chapters to pay for the medals
and certificates we present to five ROTC
and 16 JROTC units.

Suzanne Stevens, new members Col Brent
Moran, Marcia Moran, and Carol Moore

Our February 15th meeting will feature Jim Vokal of the Platte Institute who is an
authority on State taxes. Our March 15th speaker will be confirmed shortly. Our
April speaker is Nebraska Adjutant General, Major General Daryl Bohac. May is
currently open. Based on the discussion at our Board Meeting, we are planning
for a Saturday, June 10th luncheon meeting at the SAC Museum.
Meanwhile, Lt Col Pat Jones, our newsletter editor is busy working our
nomination for the 2016 Harris nomination, due January 31st. We are also
beginning to work the 2016 Level of Excellence submission, due February 28 th.
We do not want to interrupt our string of 5-Star Awards so please let me know of
any new community, military, or veteran projects in which you are involved.
Dan Donovan
d.donovan1@cox.net
402-339-7888
Legislative report for Feb issue
(by B/Gen Paul Cohen USAF (Ret))

The 105th Nebraska Legislature is well into its 1st Session. This one is the “long”
session, scheduled for 90 Legislative Days. Over 600 bills have been introduced
which will make this a very busy assembly. The emphasis appears to be on state
tax revisions, but without clarity on what that exactly means. That goal is further
clouded by the state’s reported $900 million shortfall for the current fiscal year.
We are monitoring and active in the following legislation at this writing:
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LB 14 Sen Krist – requiring passage of a Civics Exam similar to the Citizenship
Exam given to immigrants in order to receive a high school graduation.
LB 45 Sen Watermeier – provide Honor Plates to Reservists
and Guard members, amending current provisions for
issuance of Honor Plates to past and present active duty
members of the armed services.
LB 88 Sen Blood – issue temporary credentials to military
spouses having similar certificates from other jurisdictions.
This bill is similar to the legislation passed last session
covering military members and includes a long list of
professions and trades requiring licenses and certificates in
Nebraska.
LB 109 Sen Blood – issue temporary teaching certificates to
military spouses. This bill would codify an accelerated
means for military spouses to quickly begin teaching in
Nebraska while, at the same time, completing the
necessary requirements for permanent certification.
B/Gen Paul Cohen USAF (Ret)
LB 155 Sen Brasch – similar to Sen Krist’s LB 14.
LB 169 Sen Wayne – exempt social security income and all retirement pay from
state income tax. At this writing, this is the only bill that would change current
law with regard to military retired pay. While we support the bill, its chance of
approval by the Revenue Committee is so small as not to be measurable.
LB 419 Sen McCollister – similar to LB 45, but adds Honor Plates for past and
present members of the Public Health Service and the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration. If passed, Nebraska, similar to MOAA, would
recognize all 7 of the uniformed services.
LB 351 Sen McCollister – allow “Guard Veteran” or “Reserve Veteran” to be noted
on drivers’ licenses of Guard Members or Reservists who otherwise had
insufficient time to receive a DD 214 Statement of Active Duty. No other state or
federal benefits would ensue from this designation.
LB 45 has already been approved by the Transportation Committee and has been
entered in the General File for First Reading and debate.
Other than Senator Wayne, we found no other Senator willing to sponsor
legislation specifically aimed at improving the current legislation on military
retired pay. The current reported fiscal shortfall and the Governor’s desire to
alter the tax code, coinciding with the Revenue Committee’s own thoughts, made
introduction of special interest tax breaks a non-starter. It was of no interest
that changes could be made to benefit the economy or entice military retirees to
seriously consider taking second career jobs in the state. Instead, Nebraska will
remain at a disadvantage when companies attempt to recruit against other firms
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in our neighboring states. We will continue to explain our position in the hope
that somewhere along the way the Legislature
and the Governor will realize that inviting
military people to come here “for seven years
and then leave,” is counterproductive. Few take
the current law seriously and some organizations
don’t even recognize its existence when listing
states that entice military retirees through tax
incentives. Our efforts will be to align ourselves
Loretta Doolittle, LtCol Gordon and
with the community interests and continue to
Leslie Pahre
seek positions from the various firms in the state that need, but can’t attract, the
skills and background possessed by uniformed services retirees.
Meanwhile, we’ll keep you updated on the bills we are watching and urge you to
go to the Legislature’s website to see their progress. It’s always helpful if you
write or call your State Senator asking for support of those bills important to us.
Surviving Spouse Corner
(by Paula Muth)

Spring is coming and we all need to get out and enjoy the fresh air. No - we
are not planning a picnic!
Do you have any good ideas as to where we should go for lunch? I don't want to
be the only one to make the decision. Hopefully we will have a larger group of
ladies as I am planning to invite all the wives as well as the widows. The married
ladies are our friends and we don't have much of a chance to visit with them.
When choosing a restaurant, be sure that they can accommodate up to 40 people
(I aim high). We like to order separately and receive separate checks. We would
also like to have a private dining room so that we can visit with one another.
Send your ideas to Paula Muth (see below). The luncheon information will be
in the next Newsletter.
Paula Muth (402-292-1663) or 702 Fort Crook Rd. S. #102, Bellevue, NE 68005-7902
Programs
(from Ken McClure, Maj USA (Ret))

15 February – Our speaker will be Jim Vokal, Chief
Executive Officer of the Platte Institute and an advocate
for limited government and the free-market system. For
eight years Mr. Vokal was an Omaha City Councilman,
including two years as City Council President.
Our Wednesday March 15th speaker will be confirmed
shortly. Our Wednesday April 19th speaker is Nebraska
Adjutant General, Major General Daryl Bohac. May is
currently open. We are planning for a Saturday, June 10th
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Program Chair Ken McClure

luncheon meeting at the SAC Museum.
Your suggestions for future programs are needed. Please contact me, Ken
McClure, at (402) 504-8796 or email kgmcclure@gmail.com
Welcome to our newest members, the Morans and CW2 Courtney Miller. All who
have served as officers or are serving as officers in any of our nation’s seven
uniformed services can join MOAA. (see our website cover page for their names,
logos, songs, and links – click or enter http://www.heartlandmoaa.us)

LtCol Dick Doolittle, M/Gen Bill & Jackie Doyle,
& LtCol Max Moore

Col Ed Burchfield & Lt/Gen Leo Smith

MOAA’s and Heartland Chapter’s Missions are the Same
The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is a nonprofit, nonpartisan,
working to support military and their families at every stage of life. It actively
petitions Congress on behalf of the military community on issues affecting the
career force, the retired community, and veterans of the uniformed services.
MOAA offers a wide range of personal and financial services exclusive to MOAA
members. Whatever the stage of a career, MOAA membership delivers benefits
geared specifically to you – and your family. You become part of the strongest
advocate for our military and their families. Those with prior officer service in
any of the seven uniformed services can become members. Consider joining
today because every voice counts! You will be protecting not only your earned
benefits but all serving today. Our Heartland Chapter also focuses on similar
state and local issues. We provide an environment for camaraderie and mutual
support with our meetings, newsletters, website, and community involvement.

As MOAA, WE NEVER STOP SERVING…. We are One Powerful Voice –

For every officer at every stage of life and career… Join Us !!

You will be glad you did!
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Selection of Membership

8

Local Membership Form

Contact Chapter Officers for more info: President Dan Donovan - 402-339-7888, Ask about
Membership: Lou Zuccarello – 402-739-3521, Programs: Ken McClure – 402-504-8796, Surviving
Spouse Affairs - Paula Muth – 402-292-1663, Legislation: Paul Cohen – 402-491-3551, Treasurer:
Rene Dreiling 402-740-3127, ROTC: Brook Stafford – 402-916-9759, Personal Affairs: Paula Muth –
402-292-1663, Hospitality & Reservations: Ron Russell,402-297-4244, Webmaster & Newsletter: Pat
Jones – 402-650-4457
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CHAPTER SPONSORS
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BEARDMORE

In Memory of

Ben F. Comstock

More and More…. It’s Beardmore

Brian Kucks

POW WWII 8 Dec 1941
( taken prisoner at Wake Island )

Chevrolet Sales Manager
Phone
402-734-2525
Toll Free 800-734-0271
Fax
402-738-7615
Email bkucks@beardmorechevy. com

Past National Director
AMERICAN
EX-PRISONERS OF WAR

2806 Nottingham Drive

Bellevue NE 68123

418 Fort Crook Road North, Bellevue NE 68005
www. beardmorechevy. com

Call Dick Doolittle at
(402)557-6780

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE!!

11

Peg Maloney
RE/MAX Real Estate Group
(402) 598-3965 · peg@maloney.com

Veterans Real Estate Benefits Network
http://www.topoffuttagent.com/
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2016 Donations for Scholarships
Donald J. Bacon, Mary E. Bezy, Richard E. Bertrand, Wayne W. Brunz, Joel Buller, Edward L. Burchfield,
Richard R. Carver, Gerald L. Chamberlain, Paul G. Cohen, Margaret Connell, Mike Cook, Charles W. Davis,
Thomas E. deShazo, Jr., Martha M. Didamo, Daniel J. Donovan, Richard N. Doolittle, Noble Dorsee, Rene
F. Dreiling, Norris N. Erickson, William H. Ernst, Richard Evans III, Helen L. Farmer, Douglas A Frost,
John S. Graham, Doris M. Greendyke, Richard C. Hahn, Chester R. Harris, Jr., Gloria A. Harvey, James E.
Holland, Shirley A Hoover, Terrance J. Hummel, Roy B. Johnston, Cynthia L. Keyes, Terri A. Lehigh,
Warren D. Lynn, E. James Maloney, Max R. Moore, Paula R. Muth, E. Gordon Pahre, Dick L. Parcher,
Sheree L. Patterson, Doran G. Post, Thomas J. Reynolds, Earl D. Rogers, James A. Ronni, Joan C.
Rousseau, Sharon K. Russell, Ronald R. Russell, Betty A. Salistean, Owen L. Saunders, Henry G.
Schuring, Frances Sewell, Mary M. Shaw, Mark A. Spadaro, Ann Carolyn Standerwick, Thomas J.
Svoboda, Regis F. A. Urschler, Lewis M. Weigand, Robert A. Wicklund, Louis V. Zuccarello
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

May They Not Be Forgotten:
I mean the men and women who have answered the call and paid the
ultimate price so that we and future generations could have the freedoms
so cherished by human beings. We must ever be vigilant and prepared to
defend our way of life against those who would deny it. Callous politicians,
power hungry egoists, corrupt individuals, adversarial religions, and even
our latest self-oriented generations pose grave threat to the preservation of
what many take for granted.
Every citizen should take a few moments
from time to time and reflect on the benefits we have in our country. They
should give thanks to those who have served and preserved our way of life.
Hopefully, they will also pledge to do their part to keep it so. – pj
Wandering Mind of An Old Retired Guy

It was a time of drought and all villagers decided to pray for rain.
On the day of prayer all the people gathered, but only one little boy
came with an umbrella. -- That's FAITH
Every night we go to bed without any assurance of being alive the next
morning, But, still we set the alarms to wake up. -- That's HOPE
We plan for tomorrow with no knowledge of the future. -- That's CONFIDENCE
We see the world suffering, but still we marry & have children. -- That's LOVE
On an old man's shirt was written a sentence, ‘I am not 80 years old; I am sweet 16
with 64 years of experience.' -- -- That's ATTITUDE.
When I was a child, I thought nap time was punishment. Now it's a mini-vacation.
"GOOD FRIENDS ARE THE RARE JEWELS OF LIFE...
DIFFICULT TO FIND AND IMPOSSIBLE TO REPLACE!

TODAY IS THE OLDEST YOU'VE EVER BEEN, YET THE YOUNGEST
YOU'LL EVER BE, SO ENJOY THIS DAY WHILE IT LASTS.
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Heartland of America Chapter
Military Officers Association of America, MOAA
Dinner Meeting – Wednesday, February 15th, 2017
Anthony's Restaurant (72nd and F Streets)
Registration and Social Hour Begins at 6 pm - Dinner at 7 pm
Reservations are for meal selections only, and should be e-mailed to our
central e-mail address or phoned to Sharon Russell. Please specify names of
attendees, meal choices and include a phone number in case we need to
contact you. Reservations should be in by Monday night before the dinner! If
you must cancel your reservation, please call Sharon at (402) 297-4244 prior to
4:00 pm on the day of the event; otherwise the chapter will be charged if you are
a NO-SHOW and we will send you a bill for the cost.
E-mail: heartlandmoaa@hotmail.com
Phone: (402) 297-4244
Meal selections are as follows:

Smokey Apple Chops w/Herbal Red Potatoes & Green Beans Almandine - $26.25
_____________- With Vanilla Ice Cream - $29.25____________
Breaded Sprimp w/ Pasta Alfredo and Green Beans Almandine - $28.90
____________- With Vanilla Ice Cream - $31.90___________
Bistro Beef Tenderloin Salad - $21.00
________- With Vanilla Ice Cream - $24.00_______
Payment will be collected in the party room.
A pre-made-out check to Anthony's is preferred. Cash will be accepted but it
slows down entry and causes lines. Thank you for your support of this
procedure. Note: Prices include tax and gratuity.

Program
Our February 15th meeting will feature Jim Vokal of the
Platte Institute who is an authority on State taxes.
Remember the expression, “the more, the merrier”? We ask
you to make our meetings better, with your presence. We
strive to provide a good meal, a stimulating program, and
camaraderie. We’ll do our best to provide the first two, but
only you can increase the camaraderie we share. Please
attend.
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