Military Officers Association
of America
-- We Never Stop Serving --- We Are One Powerful Voice --

--- For every officer at every stage of life and career --************

Heartland of America Chapter
***** March 2017 *****

Lima Site 85
Located on a mountain top in Northeast Laos only 15 miles from North Vietnam,
had navigation and radar equipment that greatly aided airstrikes by US But, it was
poorly defended due to politics. It fell on March 10th, 1968; only 6 US survived.
-- Dinner Meeting Wednesday, March 15th –
(see inside back cover for details)

Check out our website at

www.heartlandMOAA.us
or call (402)339-7888

The Bulletin Board
Is the Newsletter of the Heartland of America Chapter
of the Military Officers Association of America. Content is from members, MOAA's Take Action,
Legislative Action Center, and other military-oriented sources. Material used is public domain or
attributed as to source and copyright. Our editorial policy is the same non-partisan policy as MOAA.
**********************

Lt Colonel Patrick L. Jones, USAF(Ret) Editor & Webmaster - (402)650-4457
Volume XXXI

Number 3

March 2017

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Our February dinner meeting’s speaker was Adam Weinberg,
the communications and outreach director of the Platte
Institute. Adam had replaced our scheduled speaker, the
Platte CEO Jim Vokal, who had to meet with State senators
to discuss tax issues. The mission of the Platte Institute is to
leverage its research to advance policy solutions that remove
the barriers to growth and opportunity in Nebraska. Adam did
a wonderful job in his presentation that was titled “Taxing
Your Retirement” and subtitled “Removing Barriers in
Nebraska.”
With our Unicameral in session, income tax issues, including our support for a
reduction in military retirement income tax and the governor’s proposal to reduce
the top tax bracket on all taxpayers, there is a lot going on
in Lincoln. Adam displayed a map of Nebraska and the six
adjoining states with their state’s taxes on military
retirement income. All these states either fully or partially
exempt it. A similar map shows similar information for
Social Security income. While many of us were aware of
how we ranked with our surrounding states, Adam’s slide
showing annual income lost to other states was an eye
opener. Most of that income moves to Texas, followed by
Florida, Arizona, Colorado, and Missouri. Much less income
comes into Nebraska from California followed by Illinois,
North Dakota, New York, and New Jersey.
Adam presented data showing Nebraskans pay higher tax
Adam Weinberg from
burdens than other states. He also showed measures such
The Platte Institute
as annual average employment growth, population growth,
and business tax climate that show the ranking of the lower-tax rivals (Texas,
Florida, etc.) are growing more than Nebraska. Adam then answered several
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questions and concluded that tax changes will come when more citizens and
politicians recognize this important data.
Thank you to those who have paid their dues for
2017. We also appreciate those of you who
donated to the scholarship and operations
accounts. As I mentioned last month, the
operations account has a new annual expense
in that the MOAA chapters must now acquire
and pay for the ROTC/JROTC medals and
certificates. Since we are the only Chapter in
Nebraska, we support 5 ROTC units and16
JROTC units. We ordered the medals last week
and the Chapter was charged $291.00. The
universities and high schools generally hold
their awards ceremonies starting in late April.
Lou Zuccarello and Doug Pikop

Most of you are familiar with National MOAA’s State Report card that compares
the States based on criteria that relate to “military family friendliness.” It is
scheduled to appear in the next Military Officer magazine. Look for it.
National MOAA is welcoming
some 2,000 members of the
National Association for
Uniformed Services (NAUS).
NAUS members were granted
MOAA membership at no cost.
NAUS ceased operations on
December 31, 2016. While there
may be a few, we are not aware
of any members in Nebraska.
MOAA recently acquired a new
travel agency with the logical
name: MOSS Vacations. There is
a Hotnews link on our website to
take you there.

Ed Burchfield and visitor LCDRLawrence Wellen

Our speaker for our March 15th meeting will be the 55th Wing Commander, Colonel
George Marty “Moose” Reynolds.
Dan Donovan

d.donovan1@cox.net
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402-339-7888

Legislative report for March issue
(by B/Gen Paul Cohen USAF (Ret))

The past several weeks have been busy on the
committee front, but not so in the main
legislative body. Long wrangling about the
rules of the house delayed any substantive
movement of legislation during the first nearly
31 days of the 90 day session, due to end on
June 2nd. The Legislature agreed to temporary
rules, good for at least the next 30 days, but
the backlog is substantial. Here are some of
the bills we are monitoring and will or have
provided testimony in support:
LB 14 Sen Krist – requiring passage of a Civics
Exam similar to the Citizenship Exam given to
immigrants in order to receive a high school
graduation. This one will probably not get to
the floor this session. The hearing before the
Education Committee is scheduled late, March
14, leaving little time to get any action on it.
We will support it and Senator Brasch’s LB 155
(see below), however.
LB 45 Sen Watermeier – provide Honor Plates to
B/Gen Paul Cohen USAF (Ret)
Reservists and Guard members, amending
current provisions for issuance of Honor Plates to past and present active duty
members of the armed services. This bill was amended by Senator McCollister
and was advanced to second reading. The bill now adds Guard and Reserve
service to the list and also includes NOAA and the Public Health Service for
recognition. We expect this bill to advance further this session.
LB 88 Sen Blood – issue temporary credentials to military spouses having similar
certificates from other jurisdictions. This bill is similar to the legislation passed
last session covering military members and includes a long list of professions and
trades requiring licenses and certificates in Nebraska. President Donovan
testified in person on this bill and the Legislative Chair provided written
testimony in support. This bill is controversial since many of trade and
professional groups are fond of the status quo. We see the current situation as a
major roadblock to military spouses finding employment in Nebraska in a timely
and cost effective way. More visible support may be required to get this bill a fair
hearing.
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LB 109 Sen Blood – issue temporary teaching certificates to military spouses.
This bill would codify an accelerated means for military spouses to quickly begin
teaching in Nebraska while, at the same time, completing the necessary
requirements for permanent certification. President Donovan and the Legislative
Chair testified in person and in writing, respectively, on this bill. The spouse of
the 55th Wing Commander, Deanna Reynolds, also testified before the committee
and made an effective case for the military spouse teachers to be able to
expeditiously contribute to the Nebraska education community. Opposition to
the legislation has long come from the Nebraska Education Association and their
representative repeated the same line we have heard in the past. “We don’t need
this legislation. The system here already meets the intent of the bill.” Our
experience over several years is that is not the case and codified rules need to
be established to enable military spouse teachers to get certification quickly and
with a minimum of unnecessary requirements.
LB 155 Sen Brasch – similar to Sen Krist’s LB 14. This bill is set for hearing on
March 20 and will probably not move out of committee this session.
LB 169 Sen Wayne – exempt social security income and all retirement pay from
state income tax. While we support the bill, its chance of approval by the
Revenue Committee is so small as not to be measurable. Its fiscal note (how
much revenue would be lost) is substantial. In the time of budget shortfalls, the
numbers are too big to gather much traction.
LB 419 Sen McCollister – merged into LB 45, adding Honor Plates for past and
present members of the Public Health Service and the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration. If passed, Nebraska, similar to MOAA, would
recognize all 7 of the uniformed services. As noted above, the amended LB 45
passed first reading and is awaiting a second vote. LB 419 has since been pulled
as a separate measure.
LB 351 Sen McCollister – allow “Guard Veteran” or “Reserve Veteran” to be noted
on drivers’ licenses of Guard Members or Reservists who otherwise had
insufficient active duty time to receive a DD 214 Statement of Active Duty. No
other state or federal benefits would ensue from this designation. We testified in
person on this bill. The Nebraska Veterans’ Council opposes the measure and
was the lone dissenter. They perceive the bill as changing the definition of
veteran and, in their testimony stated that it would have consequences involving
other state veterans benefit. We respectfully disagree and have let the
organization know. This legislation makes no attempt to redefine who is a
veteran, but merely grants permission for the Department of Motor Vehicles to
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place the words “Guard Veteran” or “Reserve Veteran” on the individual’s driver’s
license and would specifically apply only in the case of driver’s licenses notation.
We are hopeful that the committee will look past the disrespect the Veterans
Council apparently has for the service of the men and women of the National
Guard and Reserve and move the bill to the floor this session.
Finally, President Donovan, Pat
Jones and the Chapter
Legislative Chair each testified
in person in support of LB 121,
Senator Brewer’s bill to phase in
levels of tax exemption for
military retired pay beginning in
tax year 2018. Several of our
members wrote to the
Committee in support and that
was noted at the hearing. The
bill would grant current
beneficiaries of the tax
exemption now in effect to keep
Merlin Stevins, Adam Weinberg, and Dick Doolittle
their current choice, or opt out in favor of the updated proposal. It would
eliminate $10,000 from taxation in the first year and in $10,000 increments each
year following until the exemption topped out at $50,000. Passage of this
measure would make Nebraska very competitive with other states in attracting
and keeping military retirees. Nebraska businesses and economy remain at a
disadvantage when companies attempt to recruit against other firms in our
neighboring states, or when retirees seeking an entrepreneurial or professional
opportunity look past Nebraska. Our position regarding the economic importance
of changing this portion of the tax law is simple. It is our hope that somewhere
along the way the Legislature and the Governor will realize that continuing the
current law’s invitation to military retirees to come here “for seven years and
then leave,” is counterproductive. Few take the current law seriously as
evidenced by its lack of success in attracting military retirees compared to our
neighbors. Some organizations don’t even recognize its existence when listing
states that entice military retirees through tax incentives.
We urge you to go to the Legislature’s website, www.nebraska.gov/billtracker, to
monitor the progress of these bills. It’s always helpful if you write or call your
State Senator, respectfully asking for support of those bills important to us.
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Surviving Spouse Corner
(by Paula Muth)

Did you know there is a website link at MOAA for Surviving Spouses? Check it
out. Click on Surviving Spouses or type in www.moaa.org/survivors.
Spring is coming and we all need to get out and
enjoy the fresh air. How about a lunch together
when it warms up, perhaps late spring or early
summer? Do you have any good ideas as to
where we should go for lunch? I don't want to be
the only one to make the decision. Hopefully we
will have a large group of ladies as I am planning
to invite all the wives as well as the widows.
When choosing a restaurant, be sure that they
can accommodate up to 40 people
(I aim high). We like to order separately and
receive separate checks. We would also like to
have a private dining room so that we can visit
with one another.
Send your ideas to Paula Muth (see below).
Paula Muth (402-292-1663) or 702 Fort Crook Rd. S.

Deanna Fortney

#102, Bellevue, NE 68005-7902

Programs

(from Ken McClure, Maj USA (Ret))

Our Wednesday March speaker will be the 55th Wing Commander, Colonel George
Marty “Moose” Reynolds.
Our Wednesday April 19th speaker is Nebraska Adjutant
General, Major General Daryl Bohac. May is currently
open. We are planning for a Saturday, June 10th
luncheon meeting at the SAC Museum.
Your suggestions for future programs are needed.
Please contact me, Ken McClure, at (402) 504-8796 or
email kgmcclure@gmail.com
Welcome Our Newest Members

Program Chair Ken McClure

Welcome to our newest members, Rick Dahlman, Erick Teegerstrom, Craig
Strong, Jan Behn, David Zwart, Patrick Bruning, and Lisa Crawford. All who have
served as officers or are serving as officers in any of our nation’s seven uniformed
services can join MOAA. (see our website cover page for their names, logos,
songs, and links – click or enter http://www.heartlandmoaa.us)
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SAC “Looking Glass” EC-135 Restoration

Hank Carriger, Dick Doolittle, and Merlin Stevens
As most of you know, SAC had a fleet of Airborne Command Posts that could act
on behalf of the underground command post if that became necessary. The EC135 aircraft were airborne 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, for more than 29
years. They were manned by highly qualified battle staff members under the
control of a General Officer. They provided the President a viable means to direct
our nation’s bombers and missiles in times of crisis if ground based control
centers became inoperative. “Looking Glass” began flying February 3, 1961.
They ceased continuous flying July 24, 1990 and began 24 hour ground alert with
daily flights. They accumulated more than 281,000 hours of accident-free flying.
The last SAC “Looking Glass” aircraft retired from service October 1, 1998.
The three gentlemen above have been restoring an EC-135 “Looking Glass”
aircraft at the SAC Museum. They all flew on EC-135s and will be part of our visit
on Saturday, 10th of June. (our editor flew EC-135 Airborne Command Posts for
USCINCEUR in the late ‘60s, and had a sobering experience with one plane.)
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HeartlandMOAA Chapter 2017 Meeting Dates
2017

Board Mtg

Dinner Mtg

JAN

12

18

FEB

9

15

MAR*

9

15

APR*

13

19

MAY

11

17

JUN**

8

Saturday 10th

JUL

13

19

AUG

10

??

SEP*

14

20

OCT

12

18

NOV

9

15

DEC*

7

13

rmkS

SAC Museum

?? Werner Park

Christmas Adj.

Notes
*)

**2)

Ash Wednesday is Mar 1; Passover begins Apr 10; Easter is
Apr 16; Rosh Hashanah is Sep 20 Thanksgiving is Nov23;
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day is Dec 7; Hanukkah is Dec
12; & Christmas 25th so normal meeting dates are changed
June “Dinner Meeting” will be a lunch at our SAC Museum
visit. The catered meal is $20, served at the museum.

3)

The Board wii determine the actual venue for August

4)

Chapter Board Meetings begin 11:45 at the Bellevue Egg &
I (normally 2nd Thursdays)& Dinner Meetings begin
6:00pm (social hour) at Anthony’s Steakhouse, 7220 F
Street, Omaha (normally 3rd Wednesday each month
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MOAA’s and Heartland Chapter’s Missions are the Same

The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is a nonprofit,
nonpartisan, working to support military and their families at every
stage of life. It actively petitions Congress on behalf of the military
community on issues affecting the career force, the retired
community, and veterans of the uniformed services. MOAA offers a
wide range of personal and financial services exclusive to MOAA
members. Whatever the stage of a career, MOAA membership
delivers benefits geared specifically to you – and your family. You
become part of the strongest advocate for our military and their
families. Those with prior officer service in any of the seven
uniformed services can become members. Consider joining today
because every voice counts! You will be protecting not only your
earned benefits but all serving today. Our Heartland Chapter also
focuses on similar state and local issues. We provide an environment
for camaraderie and mutual support with our meetings, newsletters,
website, and community involvement.
As MOAA, WE NEVER STOP SERVING…. We are One Powerful Voice –

For every officer at every stage of life and career… Join Us !!

You will be glad you did!

Dick Purdom. Rene Dreiling, and David McBlain
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Selection of Membership

11
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Local Membership Form

Contact Chapter Officers for more info: President Dan Donovan - 402-339-7888, Ask about
Membership: Lou Zuccarello – 402-739-3521, Programs: Ken McClure – 402-504-8796, Surviving
CHAPTER
SPONSORS
Spouse Affairs - Paula Muth – 402-292-1663,
Legislation:
Paul Cohen – 402-491-3551, Treasurer:
Rene Dreiling 402-740-3127, ROTC: Brook Stafford – 402-916-9759, Personal Affairs: Paula Muth –
402-292-1663, Hospitality & Reservations: Ron Russell,402-297-4244, Webmaster & Newsletter: Pat
Jones – 402-650-4457
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Peg Maloney
RE/MAX Real Estate Group
(402) 598-3965 · peg@maloney.com

Veterans Real Estate Benefits Network
http://www.topoffuttagent.com/
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BEARDMORE

Brian Kucks

In Memory of

Ben F. Comstock

Chevrolet Sales Manager

Phone
402-734-2525
Toll Free 800-734-0271
Fax
402-738-7615
Email bkucks@beardmorechevy. com

POW WWII 8 Dec 1941
( taken prisoner at Wake
Island )
Past National Director
AMERICAN
EX-PRISONERS OF WAR

418 Fort Crook Road North, Bellevue NE 68005
www. beardmorechevy. com
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2806 Nottingham
Drive

Bellevue NE 68123
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2016 Donations for Scholarships
Donald J. Bacon, Mary E. Bezy, Richard E. Bertrand, Wayne W. Brunz, Joel Buller, Edward L. Burchfield,
Richard R. Carver, Gerald L. Chamberlain, Paul G. Cohen, Margaret Connell, Mike Cook, Charles W. Davis,
Thomas E. deShazo, Jr., Martha M. Didamo, Daniel J. Donovan, Richard N. Doolittle, Noble Dorsee, Rene
F. Dreiling, Norris N. Erickson, William H. Ernst, Richard Evans III, Helen L. Farmer, Douglas A Frost, John
S. Graham, Doris M. Greendyke, Richard C. Hahn, Chester R. Harris, Jr., Gloria A. Harvey, James E.
Holland, Shirley A Hoover, Terrance J. Hummel, Roy B. Johnston, Cynthia L. Keyes, Terri A. Lehigh,
Warren D. Lynn, E. James Maloney, Max R. Moore, Paula R. Muth, E. Gordon Pahre, Dick L. Parcher,
Sheree L. Patterson, Doran G. Post, Thomas J. Reynolds, Earl D. Rogers, James A. Ronni, Joan C.
Rousseau, Sharon K. Russell, Ronald R. Russell, Betty A. Salistean, Owen L. Saunders, Henry G. Schuring,
Frances Sewell, Mary M. Shaw, Mark A. Spadaro, Ann Carolyn Standerwick, Thomas J. Svoboda, Regis F.
A. Urschler, Lewis M. Weigand, Robert A. Wicklund, Louis V. Zuccarello
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

May They Not Be Forgotten:
I mean the men and women who have answered the call and paid the
ultimate price so that we and future generations could have the freedoms
so cherished by human beings. We must ever be vigilant and prepared to
defend our way of life against those who would deny it. Callous politicians,
power hungry egoists, corrupt individuals, adversarial religions, and even
our latest self-oriented generations pose grave threat to the preservation of
what many take for granted.
Every citizen should take a few moments
from time to time and reflect on the benefits we have in our country. They
should give thanks to those who have served and preserved our way of life.
Hopefully, they will also pledge to do their part to keep it so. – pj
Wandering Mind of An Old Retired Guy

4,153,237 people married last year, shouldn't that be an even number?
I find it ironic that the colors red, white, and blue stand for freedom,
until they are flashing behind you.
A recent study has found that women who carry a little extra weight,
live longer than the men who mention it.
You know that tingly little feeling you get when you really fall for someone?
That's your common sense leaving your body.
Money talks they say. All mine ever says is good-bye.
I’m not fat, I’m just easier to see.
.

"GOOD FRIENDS ARE THE RARE JEWELS OF LIFE...
DIFFICULT TO FIND AND IMPOSSIBLE TO REPLACE!

TODAY IS THE OLDEST YOU'VE EVER BEEN, YET THE YOUNGEST
YOU'LL EVER BE, SO ENJOY THIS DAY WHILE IT LASTS.
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Heartland of America Chapter
Military Officers Association of America, MOAA
Dinner Meeting – Wednesday, March 15th, 2017
Anthony's Restaurant (72nd and F Streets)
Registration and Social Hour Begins at 6 pm - Dinner at 7 pm
Reservations are for meal selections only, and should be e-mailed to our
central e-mail address or phoned to Sharon Russell. Please specify names of
attendees, meal choices and include a phone number in case we need to
contact you. Reservations should be in by Monday night before the dinner! If
you must cancel your reservation, please call Sharon at (402) 297-4244 prior to
4:00 pm on the day of the event; otherwise the chapter will be charged if you are
a NO-SHOW and we will send you a bill for the cost.
E-mail: heartlandmoaa@hotmail.com
Phone: (402) 297-4244
Meal selections are as follows:

10oz Prime Rib w/ Baked Potato and Corn O’Brien - $36.80
_____________- With Chocolate Ice Cream - $39.80____________
Pecan Salmon w/Rice Pilaf and Corn O’Brien - $28.90
____________- With Chocolate Ice Cream - $31.90__________
Chef Salad - $17.05
________- With Chocolate Ice Cream - $20.05_______
Payment will be collected in the party room.
A pre-made-out check to Anthony's is preferred. Cash will be accepted but it
slows down entry and causes lines. Thank you for your support of this
procedure. Note: Prices include tax and gratuity.

Program
Our March 15th speaker will be the 55th Wing Commander,
Colonel George Marty “Moose” Reynolds.
Remember the expression, “the more, the merrier”? We ask
you to make our meetings better, with your presence. We
strive to provide a good meal, a stimulating program, and
camaraderie. We’ll do our best to provide the first two, but
only you can increase the camaraderie we share. Please
attend.
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