
Military Officers Association 

 

of America 
-- We Never Stop Serving -- 

-- We Are One Powerful Voice -- 

 

For every officer at every stage of life and career 

************ 

Heartland of America Chapter 
***** October 2016 ***** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You can’t make a difference if you don’t vote and 
If you don’t vote, don’t gripe at what you get! 

This election will decide the future of America! 
 

Which candidate will appoint Supreme Court Justices that will 
likely change our 2

nd
 Amendment rights and change our 4

th
 

Amendment rights concerning religious beliefs?   
-- 

-- Dinner Meeting Wednesday, October 19
th

 – 

 

(see inside back cover for details) 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Check out our website at 

www.heartlandMOAA.us 
or call (402)339-7888 

 

http://www.heartlandmoaa.us/
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The Bulletin Board 
Is the Newsletter of the Heartland of America Chapter  

of the Military Officers Association of America.  Content is from members, MOAA's Take Action,  
Legislative Action Center, and other military-oriented sources.  Material used is public domain or 
attributed as to source and copyright.  Our editorial policy is the same non-partisan policy as MOAA.   

 
********************** 

Lt Colonel Patrick L. Jones, USAF(Ret) Editor &  Webmaster - (402)650-4457 

Volume XXX               Number 10             October  2016 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

Our September meeting was an exceptional one.  Our 

speaker was Colonel Rob Madden, USA (Ret), the deputy 

director of USSTRATCOM’s Command and Control Facility 

(C2F) Program Management Office (PMO).  In layman’s terms 

the C2F is the new STRATCOM facility and the PMO includes 

the folks who are responsible for getting it built.  Also at the 

meeting from the PMO was Chapter Board Member Captain 

Mark Olson, USN (Ret), Lt Col Ken Sitler, USAF (Ret), and 

SMSgt Jimmy Weber, USAF (Ret).  Mark had helped schedule 

the meeting, Ken provided the A/V support and provided me 

with valuable assistance, and Jimmy Weber brought his guitar.  He started the 

evening by singing the National Anthem and ended the evening by asking us to 

join him in singing “Proud to be an American.”  

 

The following four paragraphs with minor changes, were provided to me by Ken 

Sitler. 

 

Col Madden focused on the progress to date, the challenges they’ve faced with 

construction, and their strategies to overcome these challenges.  He also 

provided some information on the direction the Command is moving with 

collaborative spaces, Information Technology (IT), and Command and Control 

(C2). 

 

Col Madden informed the group that the Military Construction (MILCON) is 

currently nine and a half months behind schedule.  The causes of these issues 

include, but aren’t limited to, difficulties installing the complicated permanent 

earth retention system (PERS) wall, designed to keep the water table at bay and 

away from the facility; mold in the ductwork, caused by a poor manufacturing 

process combined with improper storage of the ducting prior to installation; and 

several quality issues, as well as a shortage of skilled labor, in the greater Omaha 

area. 

http://www.moaa.org/takeaction/
http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/
http://www.moaa.org/Content/About-MOAA/About-MOAA.aspx


3 

 

The Command is countering this challenge through the use of government 

resource to design and install the IT infrastructure.  Navy Engineers combined 

with Air Force Engineering and Installation teams provide the government with 

the agility and flexibility to make up the time lost.  Soon, the Command will see a 

doubling of its installation workforce in order for the Command to compress their 

original installation timeline to meet an operational date in late May of 2019. 

 

Once completed, the Command will see a major shift in culture.  He stated clearly 

that the facility is not being built for the workforce of today, but for the kids who 

are in junior high and high school today.  No longer will large desktop computers 

be kicked around under desks, as they will be replaced with 2 thin-client 

systems, about the size of thick paperback novel.  They will handle unclassified 

and multilevel secure traffic.  Additionally, the facility will include a large number 

of collaborative spaces designed to get people out from behind the keyboard and 

working together face to face in order to solve the challenges that face our 

nation’s security. 

 

This well-organized presentation was enhanced by Rob Madden’s engaging 

manner and his responses to several questions.  He referred to Mark Olson and 

Ken Sitler to provide additional insights on his responses.  Besides this excellent 

presentation and Jimmy Weber’s patriot version of “Proud to be an American” to 

end the evening, we thank David and Ginny McBain for filling in flawlessly at the 

reservation desk for Ron and Sharon Russell.  All in all, it was an enjoyable and 

most informative evening. 
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I recently received two pieces of correspondence from MOAA National.  The first 

from our CEO, Lt Gen Atkins, encouraging me to get the word out to eligible 

families and to continue donating to the MOAA Scholarship Fund.  Children of 

former, active or retired officers or active or retired enlisted military personnel 

are eligible to apply.  The second was a listing of the 17 students in our area who 

have been selected to receive interest-free loans and/or grants for the 2016-2017 

academic year from the MOAA Scholarship Fund. 

 

The Offutt Retiree Day will be from 9:00-1:00 pm on Sunday, October 16
th

, at the 

Base Exchange.  To reduce costs, no postcard notifications are being mailed to 

retirees this year. 

 

Our October 19
th

 speaker will be John Winkler of the Natural Resources District. 

 

Our November meeting will be our annual ROTC dinner.  We will have 10 

cadets/midshipmen and the commanders of the five detachments we support.  As 

we have done in the past, we would appreciate member donating a dinner for a 

cadet.  When you make your reservations for the November meeting, please 

indicate if you are supporting a cadet. 

   Dan Donovan   d.donovan1@cox.net   402-339-7888 

 

Prevent Steep Cuts in Military Housing Allowances 
(MOAA website) 

 

The Senate-passed version of the FY-17 Defense   Authorization Act would impose 

steep cuts in housing allowances for dual-military couples, roommates, and 

penalize military homeowners.  These cuts will take thousands of dollars from our 

serving forces.  Please send the MOAA suggested message to push them to act.  

Go to MOAA’s site at http//capwitz.com/moaa/issues/alert/?alertid=72920626 

 

Where Does Your Congressman Stand On Other Key Issues? 
(by LtCol Pat Jones, from info on MOAA website) 

 

Following are a few of the key bills in the House of Representatives that are very 

important to those who are serving or who have served and what action, if any, 

your Congressman has taken.  Perhaps it would be a good idea to let them know 

what you think about their position.   

 

 Retired Pay Restoration Act – HR303                                                                          

Fortenberry – Co-Sponsor                                                                                       

Ashford – Non-Sponsor                                                                                     

Smith – Non-Sponsor 

mailto:d.donovan1@cox.net
file:///C:/Users/Pat%20Jones/Documents/16%20MOAA%20Newsletters/http/capwitz.com/moaa/issues/alert/%3falertid=72920626
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 5-year Special Survivor Indemnity Allowance (SSIA) Extension – 

HR4519 – None of our Congressmen are co-sponsors   

 Disabled Veterans Tax Termination Act,  - HR333 & S.271 

None of our Representatives nor Senators are co-sponsors  

 

Congress Leaves Government in Idle 
(MOAA Legislative Update – 30 Sept) 

 

Well, Congress “punted” the Appropriations football to December the 9
th

.  The 

continuing resolution (CR) will keep the government running and let the 

politicians run home to campaign for re-election.  Perhaps a call or visit to their 

office in Nebraska would let them know what you think about the issues. 

 

CVS to leave TRICARE Pharmacy Service 
(MOAA Legislative Update – 30 Sept) 

                                              

Express Scripts, the TRICARE pharmacy contractor, has announced that CVS will 

no longer process TRICARE requests as of December 1
st

, including CVS 

pharmacies within Target stores.  

 

Express Scripts also announced that Walgreens will return to the TRICARE 

network on the same day, December 1
st

.   

 

If beneficiaries choose to fill their prescription at CVS after December 1
st

, it will 

be a non-network pharmacy.  This means they will have to pay the full cost of the 

medication upfront, and file for partial reimbursement from TRICARE.                            

 

 

Programs for 2016 

(from Ken McClure, Maj USA (Ret)) 
  

 

  

19 OCT (Wednesday), Papio-Missouri River Natural 

Resources District General Manager John Winkler has 

agreed to speak to us about his recent threat conference 

at Maxwell AFB and about the new levee at Offutt. 

 

16 NOV (Wednesday), our annual ROTC dinner with 

cadets and cadre. 

 

DEC…. Holiday party and election of officers (actual date 

to de determined) 

 

Your suggestions for future programs are needed.  Please contact me, Ken 

McClure, at (402) 504-8796 or email  kgmcclure@gmail.com  

 

Program Chair Ken McClure 

mailto:kgmcclure@gmail.com
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Raise SSIA for Military Widows 
(MOAA website) 

 

Both House and Senate versions of the FY17 Defense Authorization Bill prevent 

the $310 monthly allowance (SSIA) for SBP-DIC widows from expiring.  However, 

neither bill would continue previously intended increases in SSIA to make 

progress toward phasing out the SBP-DIC offset.  The big problem is money; it is 

hard to find for the Armed Services Committee to identify the kind of funds they 

need to come up with.  So we need both the House and Senate leaders to get 

involved.  Please send the MOAA suggested message to push them to act.  Go to 

MOAA’s site at http//capwitz.com/moaa/issues/alert/?alertid=73092626 

 

 

MOAA’s and Heartland Chapter’s Missions are the Same 

 

The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is a nonprofit, 

nonpartisan, working to support military and their families at every 

stage of life.  It actively  petitions Congress on behalf of the military 

community on issues affecting the career force, the retired 

community, and veterans of the uniformed services.   MOAA offers a 

wide range of personal and financial services exclusive to MOAA 

members.  Whatever the stage of a career, MOAA membership 

delivers benefits geared specifically to you – and your family.  You 

become part of the strongest advocate for our military and their 

families.  Those with prior officer service in any of the seven 

uniformed services can become members.  Consider joining today 

because every voice counts!  You will be protecting not only your 

earned benefits but all serving today.  Our Heartland Chapter also 

focuses on similar state and local issues.  We provide an environment 

for camaraderie and mutual support with our meetings, newsletters, 

website, and community involvement.  

 
 

As MOAA, WE NEVER STOP SERVING….  We are One Powerful Voice – 

For every officer at every stage of life and career… Join Us !! 

You will be glad you did! 

file:///C:/Users/Pat%20Jones/Documents/16%20MOAA%20Newsletters/http/capwitz.com/moaa/issues/alert/%3falertid=73092626
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Selection of Membership  
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Local Membership Form 

 

 
Contact Chapter Officers for more info:  President Dan Donovan - 402-339-7888, Ask about 

Membership: Lou Zuccarello  – 402-739-3521, Programs: Ken McClure – 402-504-8796, Surviving 

Spouse Affairs - Paula Muth – 402-292-1663, Legislation: Paul Cohen – 402-491-3551, Treasurer: 

Rene Dreiling 402-702-3127,  ROTC: Brook Stafford – 402-916-9759, Personal Affairs: Paula Muth – 

402-292-1663, Hospitality & Reservations: Ron Russell,402-297-4244, Webmaster & Newsletter: Pat 

Jones – 402-650-4457   
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 CHAPTER SPONSORS 
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In Memory of 

Ben F. Comstock 
 

POW  WWII  8 Dec 1941 
( taken  prisoner at Wake Island ) 

 
Past National Director 

AMERICAN 
EX-PRISONERS OF WAR 

2806 Nottingham Drive 

Bellevue NE 68123 

 

 

 
BEARDMORE 

More and More….   It’s Beardmore 

                                               Brian Kucks 
                                                Chevrolet Sales Manager 
   Phone      402-734-2525     
  Toll Free  800-734-0271 
  Fax          402-738-7615 
  Email     bkucks@beardmorechevy.  com 
 

418 Fort Crook Road North, Bellevue NE 68005 
www.  beardmorechevy.  com  

 

 

 

  

 
 

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE!! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Call Dick Doolittle at 

(402)557-6780 
 

mailto:bkucks@beardmorechevy.com
http://www.beardmorechevy.com/
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Peg Maloney 
 

RE/MAX Real Estate Group 
(402) 598-3965 · peg@maloney.com 

 
 

Veterans Real Estate Benefits Network 
http://www.topoffuttagent.com/  

 

 

 

 

 

Reserved Parking NOW Available !! 
 

 (no one thought it would ever happen…). Though many of us need to park closer to the door because 

of medical limitations, handicapped parking is very limited at Anthony’s. (and there is no assurance 

that those limited number of spaces are really being used by authorized drivers; This editor has 

personally twice seen young apparently healthy drivers park in those slots with no handicap display) 

BUT, our erstwhile dinner planners have done it!!!   WE NOW HAVE TWO SPACES !!! 

Read & heed the info below – pj 

We have two "reserved parking" signs we'll be using at Anthony's from now on.  The reserved parking 

spaces are for our mobility- limited members, on a first come, first served basis.  Use of these spaces will 

be on the honor system to help our members who need to park as close to the entrance as possible due to 

medically-related conditions.  The MOAA reserved parking space locations will vary from month to 

month due to the other events hosted by Anthony's.  We will attempt to find spaces as close to the 

Anthony's main entrance as possible but members will need to look for our reserved spaces.  The signs 

are mounted on orange cones and will be placed at the entrance of the parking space.  The driver or 

passenger must move the sign to the far end to allow the car entry.  Please bring the reserved sign in 

with you and give to Ron & Sharon.  That reduces the risk of thievery and misuse by 

“others” .  – Three cheers for Ron & Sharon Russell   

http://www.topoffuttagent.com/
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLDEE45CD5EB00D13C
https://www.facebook.com/ReMaxOmaha
https://www.linkedin.com/in/pegmaloney
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2016 Donations for Scholarships 
Donald J. Bacon, Mary E. Bezy, Richard E. Bertrand, Wayne W. Brunz, Joel Buller, Edward L. Burchfield, 
Richard R. Carver, Gerald L. Chamberlain, Paul G. Cohen, Margaret Connell, Mike Cook, Charles W. Davis, 
Thomas E. deShazo, Jr., Martha M. Didamo, Daniel J. Donovan, Richard N. Doolittle, Noble Dorsee, Rene 
F. Dreiling, Norris N. Erickson, William H. Ernst, Richard Evans III, Helen L. Farmer, Douglas A Frost, 
John S. Graham, Doris M. Greendyke, Richard C. Hahn, Chester R. Harris, Jr., Gloria A. Harvey, James E. 
Holland, Shirley A Hoover, Terrance J.  Hummel, Roy B. Johnston, Cynthia L. Keyes, Terri A. Lehigh, 
Warren D. Lynn, E. James Maloney, Max R. Moore, Paula R. Muth, E. Gordon Pahre, Dick L. Parcher, 
Sheree L. Patterson, Doran G. Post, Thomas J. Reynolds, Earl D. Rogers, James A. Ronni, Joan C. 
Rousseau, Sharon K. Russell, Ronald R. Russell, Betty A. Salistean, Owen L. Saunders, Henry G. 
Schuring, Frances Sewell, Mary M. Shaw, Mark A. Spadaro, Ann Carolyn Standerwick, Thomas J. 
Svoboda, Regis F. A. Urschler, Lewis M. Weigand, Robert A. Wicklund, Louis V. Zuccarello 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

May They Not Be Forgotten: 

 

I mean the men and women who have answered the call and paid the 
ultimate price so that we and future generations could have the 
freedoms so cherished by human beings.  We must ever be vigilant and 
prepared to defend our way of life against those who would deny it. 
Callous politicians, power hungry egoists, corrupt individuals, 
adversarial religions, and even our latest self-oriented generations 
pose grave threat to the preservation of what many take for granted.    
Every citizen should take a few moments from time to time and reflect on 
the benefits we have in our country.  They should give thanks to 
those who have served and preserved our way of life.   
 

Hopefully, they will also pledge to do their part to keep it so.   – pj 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wandering Mind of An Old Retired Guy  
 

As I get older, I realize: 
 I talk to myself, because sometime I need expert advice! 

 
 I don’t need anger management, just quit ticking me off! 

 
 The biggest lie I tell myself, “I don’t need to write it down, I’ll 

remember!” 
 

 When I was young, I thought naps were punishment!  Now they are mini-
vacations! 

 
 Wouldn’t it be great if we could put ourselves in the dryer for 10 minutes, 

come out wrinkle free and three sizes smaller! 
 

 Getting lucky means walking into a room and remembering why I’m there! 
 

TODAY IS THE OLDEST YOU'VE EVER BEEN, YET THE YOUNGEST YOU'LL EVER BE, SO 
ENJOY THIS DAY WHILE IT LASTS.   
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Heartland of America Chapter 
Military Officers Association of America, MOAA  

 

Dinner Meeting – Wednesday, October 19th, 2016 
 

Anthony's Restaurant (72nd and F Streets) 
Registration and Social Hour Begins at 6 pm - Dinner at 7 pm 

Reservations are for meal selections only, and should be e-mailed to our 
central e-mail address or phoned to Sharon Russell. Please specify names of 

attendees, meal choices and include a phone number in case we need to 
contact you. Reservations should be in by Monday night before the 

dinner! If you must cancel your reservation, please call Sharon at 
(402) 297-4244 prior to 4:00 pm on the day of the event; otherwise 

the chapter will be charged if you are a NO-SHOW and we will send 
you a bill for the cost. 

E-mail: heartlandmoaa@hotmail.com 
Phone: (402) 297-4244 

Meal selections are as follows: 
 

Breaded Shrimp w/Pasta Alfredo & Roasted Vegetables - $28.90 
_____________- With Vanilla Ice Cream - $31.90____________ 

 
Chicken Parmigiana w/Mostaccioli - $23.60 

____________- With Vanilla Ice Cream - $26.60___________ 
 

Bistro Beef Tenderloin Salad - $21.00 
________- With Vanilla Ice Cream - $24.00________ 

 

Payment will be collected in the party room. 
A pre-made-out check to Anthony's is preferred.  Cash will be accepted but it 

slows down entry and causes lines.  Thank you for your support of this 
procedure.  Note: Prices include tax and gratuity. 

 Program 
 

Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources District General 

Manager John Winkler has agreed to speak to us about his 

recent threat conference at Maxwell AFB and about the new 

levee at Offutt. 

 

Remember the expression, “the more, the merrier”?  We ask 

you to make our meetings better, with your presence.  We 

strive to provide a good meal, a stimulating program, and 

camaraderie.  We’ll do our best to provide the first two, but only you can increase 

the camaraderie we share.  Please attend. 

Sharon & Ron Russell 
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